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Pensioners’ Parliament sets
out new election manifesto

wo thousand
delegates from
across the UK

gathered at the begin-

ning of June for the

start of the 17t Na-

tional Pensioners’ Par-

liament in Blackpool.
For the first time

the sound in some parts

of the hall, the session
proved extremely suc-
cessful and often ex-
posed the weaknesses
of some of the politi-
cians’ arguments.

On the second day,

there were discus-

ever, the sions with ex-
o_pemng ses- 18th National pert guest
sion took the . , speakers on
form of a P ens_mners the effects of
Question Parliament the economic
Time, 8-10 June crisis, dignity
chaired by 2010 in care, age
the NPC's equality, Local
patron, Prof Alan Information Networks
Walker. (LINKs) and public ser-

A panel consisting of
Rosie Winterton (the

then Pensions Minister),

Nigel Waterson
(Shadow Minister for
Older People), Paul
Rowen (Lib Dem pen-
sions team) and the
NPC's Joe Harris faced
guestions on MPs’ ex-
penses, the level of the
state pension, the Na-
tional Insurance Fund
surplus, the 25p age
addition, fuel poverty,
dignity in care, elder
abuse, council tax, free
travel and the link with
earnings.

Despite problems with

vices.

One of the most im-
portant sessions in-
cluded the launch of a
Pensioners’ Manifesto

at the next election (see

right) and a discussion

over the question of

standing candidates.
On the final morning

there were campaigning

workshops, before the
event was rounded off
by Rodney Bickerstaffe
who gave a moving trib-
ute to the NPC's foun-
der Jack Jones and Sir
Michael Parkinson who
spoke about his role as
a Care Ambassador.

A Pensioners’ Manifesto

A basic state pension set above the official
poverty level (estimated at £165 a week in
2009), which is linked to the higher of earnings
or prices, and paid alongside other existing
concessions, to provide some financial security
for all.

Free long-term and social care funded from
general taxation and provided to the highest
standards in order to maintain dignity and
without the need for means-testing, rationing or
a postcode lottery.

Good quality local services funded through
national income tax rather than council tax.

Free UK-wide travel on public transport to
encourage independence and greater mobility,
as well as helping the environment and
reducing demand on care services.

An end to discrimination where it adversely
affects the opportunities, goods and services
available to older people.

A winter fuel allowance of £500 per pensioner
household to help maintain a warm and
comfortable home.

Delegates
make their
views Known
on the march
at the
beginning of
the
Pensioners’
Parliament
® George
Henderson
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Campaign

Dates

October Demo
The NPC Executive
Committee (EC)
believes that the

new security restric-

tions at the House
of Commons have
made the annual
lobby of Parliament
very difficult to or-
ganise.

As an alternative,
the EC will decide
in July on whether
to stage a march
and rally, on a Sat-
urday in October,
on the theme of
Defending the Wel-
fare State for all
generations.

For this to be ef-
fective, we would
need to work
closely with the
trade union move-
ment, students and
other organisations
that share our con-
CErn OVer issues
such as pensions,
care and public
services.

In the meantime,
please let us know
if your organisation
would be prepared
in principle to sup-
port such an event.

State pension is
lowest in Europe

he latest
figures from
the Organi-

sation for Eco-
nomic Coopera-
tion and Develop-
ment (OECD) have
confirmed Brit-
ain's state pen-
sion as one of the
worst in Europe.
The OECD
showed that fu-
ture UK pension-
ers can expect to
get far less in their
state pension than
their counterparts
in France, Ger-
many and Spain.
Research from
the Office for Na-
tional Statistics

also revealed that
Britain had the
lowest replace-
ment rate pension
amongst 17 OECD
countries, with
pensioners receiv-
ing a state pen-
sion of lessthan a
third of the aver-
age wage, com-
pared to the 90%
offered in Greece,
the Netherlands
and Luxembourg,
The govern-
ment's pensions
policy continued
to unravel further
when 96% of top
companies an-
nounced that their
final salary pen-

sion schemes
were unsustain-
able.

Dot Gibson, NPC
general secretary
said: “Both to-
day's and tomor-
row's pensioners
face a pension
system that is now
in crisis.”

‘Rather than
encouraging peo-
ple to risk their
savings on private
pensions, the gov-
ernment should
be strengthening
the state pension
to give everyone
real financial se-
curity in retire-
ment.”

Care Green Paper
too little too late?

are minis-
ter Phil
Hope has

announced that
the long awaited
Green Paper on
care will finally be
published in July.
Speaking in the
Commons, Mr
Hope said: “The
proposals will
spell out what we
will do to ensure
that people get
high-quality care,
and that they have
choice and control
over that care.”
Insiders reveal
that the Green
Paper is expected

to set out options
to change the
means-tested sys-
tem of care in
both residential
homes and an
individual's own
home.

This could in-
clude the introduc-
tion of a tax, to be
paid on retire-
ment, or from
death duties, in
return for free
care in later life.

But campaigners
are concerned the
proposal will fail to
tackle the real
problems faced by
older people in the

care system.

Pat Healy, NPC
vice president
said: “The propos-
als must end the
postcode lottery in
care charges
across England,
improve the qual-
ity of the care pro-
vided and stop
local authorities
rationing services
because of under-
funding.”

After the paper
has been pub-
lished there will be
a 16 week consul-
tation period to
the end of Octo-
ber.

MPs say
tax fuel
payment

Ps onthe
Environ-
ment and

Rural Affairs se-
lect committee
have called on the
government to
make the annual
winter fuel allow-
ance taxable and
to withdraw it
from those pen-
sioners paying a
higher rate of tax.

But the call
comes at the
same time as en-
ergy companies
have pocketed a
staggering £1.6bn
profit by failing to
pass on reduc-
tions in fuel prices
to vulnerable cus-
tomers.

Joe Harris, NPC
vice president
said: ‘Onein

three

older  If you know of
people  anyone who would
aret‘f”r' like to receive this
fENLY  bulletin please
spend- . .

ing send their email
more  address to the NPC

than 10% of their
income on fuel
bills.”

‘Rather than
cutting back on
the winter fuel
allowance, the
government
should raise it to
£500 for everyone
and intervene to
stop the energy
companies from
making huge prof-
its at the expense
of vulnerable
older consumers.”




