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Has Blunkett
seen the light
on means-test?

or years the
NPC has
been calling

on the govern-
ment to pay a uni-
versal state
pension set above
the official poverty
level, as the best
way of ensuring

sions David
Blunkett said: “We
should retain uni-
versal benefit de-
livery, but claw
back money from
those who don't
need it, through
tax.”

Campaigners

that it are hoping
reaches Means- that his
every- testing fails o™
one. toreach2m  Ments
The . signal a
govern- pensmne,rs change
ment who C_IO“ t of direc-
could then claim tion for a
use the tax government
system to take that has spent the

back the money
from those who
were regarded as
being well off.

Up till now minis-
ters have instead
preferred to use
means-tested
benefits - despite
the fact that mil-
lions of eligible
people don't claim
them.

But on a recent
edition of Radio
4's Today pro-
gramme, former
Secretary of State
for Work and Pen-

last decade rolling
out one of the
most extensive

systems of means-

testing since
WWII.

Frank Cooper,
NPC president
said: “Mr Blunkett
appears to have
caught up with the
rest of us - and
finally realised
that means-
testing is not only
unpopular but
ineffective at get-
ting help to those
who need it most.”

Free care plec
doesn't add u

uring his
speech at
the Labour

Party conference,
the Prime Minister
announced that
from next October
those with the
highest needs
would receive free
personal carg in
their own homes.
But the an-
nouncement has
caused confusion
amongst those in
the care sector.
The estimated
annual spending of
£670m pledged by
Mr Brown would
work out at just
£38 of care a
week for each of
the 350,000 peo-
ple affected - far
short of the esti-
mated £165 cost
of the average 11-
hour package of
domiciliary care
provided in 2007.
The NPC has also
warned that failing
to also help those
with less severe
needs will ulti-
mately lead to a
worsening of their

condition and a
subsequent
greater demand on
higher levels of
care and support.
What is signifi-
cant is that the
PM’'s announce-
ment comes in the

middle of a govern-

ment consultation
on the future of
care services.

At the heart of
this consultation is
how the services
should be funded.

The NPC is call-
ing for this to be
done through gen-
eral taxation,
backed up with

ge

stronger regulation
of care staff and
providers and op-
position to individ-
ual budgets being
forced onto vulner-
able older people.

Dot Gibson, NPC
general secretary
said: "Any new
care proposals
must end the post-
code lottery of
charges, scrap the
unfair use of
means-testing and
improve the quality
of services people
receive.”

“Anything less is
just pre-election
window dressing.”

An estimated
381,000 older
people are
currently going
without home
care services
because of
rationing by
local
authorities

® NPC



National
Pensioners

Convention
19-23
[ronmonger Row,

London EC1V 3QN
T. 020-7553-6510
WWW.Npcuk.org

\‘-”19 i 2009

Hi
Y

o 81884
o 3
Sy
Onerg: gt

) e
Oafbning fof ©

Campaign
Dates

Jack Jones
Memorial 5 October
The UNITE union is
staging a memoaorial
meeting to mark
the work of Jack
Jones, in the Royal
Festival Hall, Lon-
don. Free tickets
are limited, but the
NPC has been
given an allocation.
Please contact the
NPC office to regis-
ter your interest.

Launch of the
Pensioners’
Manifesto

21 October

The NPC will launch
the Pensioners’
Manifesto for the
forthcoming gen-
eral election on 21
October, 1-3pm,
Committee Room
14, House of Com-
maons.

NPC Transport
Conference 5
November
11am-3pm, St Pan-
cras Church Hall,
London. Guest
speakers and free
lunch. Contact NPC
to register.

Pensioners in
firing line for cuts

lanned
cuts in pub-
lic spend-

ing could be dam-
aging to pension-
ers, the NPC has
warned.

In the run-up to
the pre-budget
report in Novem-
ber, political par-
ties and think-
tanks have begun
publishing details
of where any fu-
ture cuts might
fall.

A report from the
Taxpayers Alliance
calls for next
year's increase in
the basic state
pension and Pen-

sion Credit to be
frozen, along with
ending the free TV
licences for the
over 75s and
means-iesting the
bus pass.

Meanwhile, the
Conservative party
has stated that
they are unlikely
to restore the link
between the state
pension and earn-
ings in 2012 - pre-
ferring to leave it
for a further three
years.

Such ideas will
offer little comfort
to millions of older
people who have
already seen the

return on their
savings dwindle
as a result of the
recession.

Any pensioner
with modest sav-
ings of £10,000
will have experi-
enced a reduction
of atleast £25in
their monthly in-
come.

Joe Harris, NPC
vice president
said: “It is com-
pletely unaccept-
able that pension-
ers are being
asked to pay fora
recession that was
caused by greedy
bankers and negli-
gent politicians.”

NPC calls for
housing inquiry

he NPC is
calling on
the Commu-

nities and Local
Government se-
lect committee to
hold an inquiry
into the issue of
housing and older
people.

Of particular
concern is the loss
of wardens from
many sheltered
housing com-
plexes, the status
and rights of older
people living in
mobile park
homes, the posi-
tion of older lease-
holders in retire-

ment properties
and the impor-
tance of independ-
ent advice to en-
able older resi-
dents to make an
informed decision
as to their housing
needs.

Already over 50
cases have gone
to court to contest
housing providers’
decisions to re-
place live-in war-
dens with floating
support’ in order
to cut their costs.

The experience
of people up and
down the country
is that this prac-

tice can leave vul-
nerable individu-
als without ade-
quate support,
putting their lives
at risk.

Pat Healy, NPC
vice president
said: ‘“The deci-
sion to remove in-
house wardens is
so short sighted,
given that if peo-
ple don't have this
support, they will
eventually need
more help from
social services
which will end up
costing more in
the long run than
a warden.”

Question
Time
campaign

ver the
last year
the NPC

has been calling
on its supporters
to write to the
producer of the
BBC's Question
Time programme,
to request that
the Convention be
asked to take part
in the show.

Despite hun-
dreds of letters
little progress has
been made.

They are reluc-
tantto give the
NPC a slot be-
cause they say we
are not well
known enough
and our represen-
tative would find it
difficult to cope
under the pres-
sure of a live

broad-
cast. If you know of

How-  anyone who would
EVEl.  like to receive this
follow- .
- bulletin please
ing the " .
Becs  send their email
recent  address to the NPC

decision to invite
the fascist British
National Party to
appear, the NPC's
Executive now
believes it is time
to re-launch the
campaign.
Supporters
should therefore
send polite re-
quests to Gill
Penlington, Pro-
ducer, Question
Time 1st Floor, 4
Millbank, London
SW1P 3JQ.




